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The Resource Person, Ambassador Ralte laid emphasis on the importance of learning to live with
others’ values even if we may not accept or adhere to them as we are living in a dynamic and
multicultural society. He urged teachers to imbibe upon the students a spirit of curiosity, to examine
why others have different value systems than us before denigrating or making fun of their values. He
highlighted that if we would like to make our own assessment and draw our conclusions, it is
necessary to understand that others have also a right to react and form their opinion just like we do.
Also, we feel comfortable around people who seem to understand our values even if they do not
adhere to the same. He pointed out 10 crucial qualities of a good human being written in the book
“The Good Ones” authored by US ethicist Bruce Weinstein. These qualities are-honesty,
accountability, care/compassion, courage, fairness, gratitude, humility, loyalty, patience and
presence. As “monkey see, monkey do”, students see what the teachers do and subconsciously or
consciously follow them. It is therefore important to try to inculcate these qualities to students not
just through lectures and notes but by actions and deeds.

On the ethical part he stressed that the driving force behind all our activities should be governed by
the same intrinsic values that we hold as principles that guide our daily lives. Ethical activity
demands that we be true to our beliefs because if not, we cannot be honest, accountable nor have
courage. The Mizo societal values of ‘tlawmngaihna’ and ‘hawih hawmna’ lend themselves to form
the basis of ethical behaviour. Ethical behaviour would ensure that we are accountable, that is we
are always ready to own up to our actions otherwise we should desist from taking that action. It is
important to ensure that the values which guide our activities are well rooted, accepted and have
true foundations.
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